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Congress should pass my bipartisan
bill with Mr. CONNOLLY, the Foreign
Aid Accountability Act, and make the
State Department account for the
money it spends, otherwise more lost
money, more camel statues, more art
spending sprees.

And that’s just the way it is.

————
O 1915
AMERICA’S MORAL COMPASS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
have always viewed the budget docu-
ment that is produced by this House
and the Senate and the President as a
moral compass of America’s commit-
ment to her people.

That is why I rise with such great
disappointment on the Republican
Ryan budget in that today, as we speak
in the Rules Committee, we are gutting
investments in education, scientific re-
search, advanced manufacturing. We
are cutting from those vital transpor-
tation investments by over $52 billion
when we have crumbling highways and
crumbling dams and crumbling infra-
structure. We are slashing $145 billion
from the very heart of our children’s
opportunity for education out of the
Pell grants, providing millionaires
with over $200,000 in a tax break, end-
ing Medicare as we know it by
vouchering it—almost like the privat-
ization of Social Security—and cutting
Medicaid by $732 billion, then ending
the opportunity for Americans to have
access to affordable health care, pre-
ventative health care, so as to be able
to allow those who need health care to
have it—to avoid being a third world
country.

There are 25 million Americans who
need access to health care. Let’s get a
better moral document and reject this
present Republican budget.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF TROOPS TO
THE TRACK

(Mr. GUTHRIE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of the Troops to
the Track’s fifth anniversary.

A partnership between the Armed
Forces Foundation and NASCAR,
Troops to the Track is a recreational
group therapy program for service-
members, veterans, and their families.
Now in its fifth year, Troops to the
Track has reached more than 2,000 indi-
viduals since its inception. I am hum-
bled to be part of this initiative.

Last year, I was honored to join par-
ticipating soldiers and their families
from the 19th Engineer Battalion at
Fort Knox for last year’s Quaker State
400 at the Kentucky Speedway.
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I would like to commend the Armed
Forces Foundation and NASCAR for
joining together in the creation of this
important partnership and in giving
our troops the recognition they so rich-
ly deserve.

———

SECURE RURAL SCHOOLS
PAYMENTS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, last week, the United
States Department of Agriculture an-
nounced that over $300 million would
soon be paid out to States through the
Secure Rural Schools program in order
to compensate for the lost local rev-
enue because of a lack of timber har-
vesting in national forests.

Last year, the administration de-
cided to retroactively apply 2013 se-
questration cuts to the 2012 SRS funds,
and it requested the repayment of $17.9
million that has already been distrib-
uted to States and counties. This deci-
sion immediately sparked bipartisan
opposition, prompting the House Com-
mittee on Natural Resources to con-
duct an investigation into the adminis-
tration’s legally questionable actions.
The investigation found that the White
House ordered the sequestration cuts
for the SRS program and that the ad-
ministration chose to apply the reduc-
tions in a manner that made certain
that all Secure Rural Schools counties
felt the hurt.

Mr. Speaker, I am glad the adminis-
tration chose against playing more pol-
itics with this program at the expense
of our rural communities, including
those which I represent in the Alle-
gheny National Forest, but in the long
run, rural communities wouldn’t need
additional funding through this pro-
gram if we actually harvested the prop-
er levels of timber on these taxpayer-
owned lands.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF SER-
GEANT FIRST CLASS DANIEL
FERGUSON

(Mr. ROONEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ROONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Sergeant
First Class Daniel Ferguson.

Sergeant Ferguson grew up in Polk
County, Florida, where he attended
Mulberry High School and played tight
end for the football team. He was a
member of the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes and was a member of the Fu-
ture Business Leaders of America. His
classmates and teachers remember him
fondly as a person of great character,
kindness, and respect.

After graduating, he joined the Army
in 1993. He served with distinction in
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Afghanistan, Iraq, and Kuwait, earning
a Bronze Star, three Meritorious Serv-
ice Medals, and five Army Commenda-
tion Medals, amongst many others. He
returned from Afghanistan last year.

Last week, on April 2, Sergeant Fer-
guson was shot and killed on Fort Hood
in a tragedy that left three killed and
16 more wounded.

On behalf of the people of the 17th
District of Florida and Florida’s heart-
land, I send my deepest condolences to
the family of Sergeant First Class Fer-
guson as well as to the families of Ser-
geant Carlos Rodriguez and Sergeant
Timothy Owens.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 7 o’clock and 20 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
O 2030

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SESSIONS) at 8 o’clock
and 30 minutes p.m.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H. CON. RES. 96, CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015, AND
PROVIDING FOR PROCEEDINGS
DURING THE PERIOD FROM
APRIL 11, 2014, THROUGH APRIL
25, 2014

Mr. WOODALL, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 113-405) on the resolution (H.
Res. 544) providing for consideration of
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
96) establishing the budget for the
United States Government for fiscal
year 2015, and setting forth appropriate
budgetary levels for fiscal years 2016
through 2024, and providing for pro-
ceedings during the period from April
11, 2014, through April 25, 2014, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

——————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 31 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, April 8, 2014, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate.
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